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33 First war, first defeat 
PLÀCID GARCÍA-PLANAS 
As far as the author is concemed the Gulf war was an unforgettable 
experience. When it started, when he was in the desert, he leamt, he 
says, two lessons: the first, how valuable a telephone can be (a telephone 
to phone in his reports, he means). The second, that things are never 
what they appear to be. Amidst the great characteristics o f the war, the 
journalist warns o f the difficulty o f conveying to his readers so much 
emotion experienced in so few days: censorship, refugees; heartfelt 
religion, easy oil, the inhabitants of a massive city weeping for their 
freedom and the corpses ofthe kuwaitis mutilated by the lraqui secret 
police, and a great deal more. 
The author relates how he got into the war through sheer reporting, 
through a personal vision. He believes that all in all it was a preconceived 
war, a slave to topics. Right-wing ideologists have viewed it from one 
perspective, and left-wingers from another. Two phrases remain standout 
from the author of the present article: "the war has begun" when he 
felt the first thrill, and "the war's over", although he believes that these 
words really meant "the true conflict has just begun". 
40 The Eskimo cormorant 
ENRIC GONZALEZ 
From November 1990 onwards, the author sent a daily chronicle to 
his newspaper. From Riad, from Yeda or from Hafar el Batim. Through 
the stories, he reported and told the facts. He broadcast live the nights 
of chemical apocalypse, the armoured attacks, the ecological attacks 
with the eventual victi ms, the birds, on the Persian beaches. 
In spite of that, however, the author believes that this war has given 
the press a few points which should be thought about. For example, 
the long reporting presence on the one hand (USA, Israel, Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan) and the scarce presence on the other, Iraq. 
At gi ven moments the citizens of the world only received news about 
what was happcning in Baghdad through the CNN. 
According to thc writer. the forccasts which would have allowed the 
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